FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
primary aim. Without being in any sense hostile to a good deal
of Socialism, such as the nationalization of the railways, for
which they always stood, the Republicans feared any drastic
onslaught on private property, largely through their need for
the support of peasant owners.
The creed of the 1848 Democrat can be thus briefly summed
up in three words—Republicanism, Anti-clericalism, Patriotism
—all three being expressions of his fundamental conception of
popular sovereignty. He is a Republican because monarchy
under any form is to him incompatible with the democratic
ideal—a mistake perhaps, but very natural in the world of that
day. Needless to say, he advocates universal adult suffrage,
and, usually, the abolition of a Second Chamber, as well as
of everything that may be described as political or social
privilege.
With this opposition to the " Throne " goes opposition to
the " Altar "—i.e. to the attempt made by the Church to regain
some at least of the privileges she had lost in the Revolution.
The Church was, to most Democrats, the enemy of progress,
and they quite frankly admitted, both as a theory and as a
principle of action, the absolute incompatibility of the demo-
cratic and Catholic creeds. "Anti-clericalism "—this by-product
of Catholicism, as Mr Belloc happily calls it1—may be defined
as an attitude of mind which inevitably arises in any country
in which the Catholic Church is powerful enough to try and
direct the political life of the nation—especially where it is not
quite powerful enough to be absolutely successful: this attempt
forces those who oppose the policy for which the Church stands
into opposition to the Church herself, and almost inevitably,
by a process of natural logic, into opposition to the religion
for which the Church stands. If there exist in the country
religious non-Catholic forces, able to dissociate themselves
from the Church, these may be able to rally those anti-Catholics
who are anxious not to break away from all forms of religious
organization, and in such a country anti-clericalism will remain
what it is in essence, opposition to the Catholic Church as a
political agent, coupled with opposition to the particular form
1 In The Contrast.

